2                             INDIA AND CHINA

the future is uncertain. India too is passing through a
similar awakening which is some consolation for the decay
in external institutions. Besides, the difficulties which we
have to encounter today are nothing when compared to the
hardships which our ancestors had to face in their travels
to China centuries ago, across mountains and seas. Their
efforts in the interests of cultural co-operation are an inspira-
tion to us. So with the idea that my visit to the Universities
of China may help a little to strengthen the cultural tie&
between our two peoples, I undertook this journey.

UNIVERSITIES IN CHINA

Ideas move the world. Thought precedes action.
Educational institutions are the centres where the new China,
is being created. The cultural renaissance which insists OQ
freeing men's minds from the shackles of tradition and which
proposes to develop a new simplified language as an effective
instrument for popular education and an effective medium
for the development of a new culture is furthered by the
leaders of the Universities, which are the strongholds of
Chinese nationalism. As such they have been the objects
of special attention by the enemy. The Chinese teachers
and students in occupied China were torn loose from the
roots that held them and turned out of thek historic build-
ings. They have now migrated to centres in free China,
where they carry on with a wonderful spirit, in spite of great
difficulties and even physical hardships. There are no palatial
buildings, no well-equipped laboratories, no good libraries.
The classes are held in improvised huts built of bamboo
and clay, and tables and chairs are made of deal wood. A.
University is a corporation or society of teachers and students
and such a corporation lives, even if all the buildings used
by the teachers and students are razed to the ground. The
faculties of the Universities which were turned out of their
old abodes are held together and (hat is a great achievement.
If we are poor we can regain our wealth, if we are sick we
can recover our health, but if we are dead no power on earth